
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1399 March 1, 2011 
from their government, not mixed mes-
sages and delayed action. 

f 

MILLIONS OF ORDINARY PEOPLE 
RISING UP IN PUBLIC ASSEMBLIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, across 
the world we witness millions of ordi-
nary people rising up in public assem-
blies, many at risk to their own lives 
speaking out for a better life for all. 
From Madison to Misurata, from Cairo 
to Columbus, courageous people are 
taking a stand for justice for the many, 
not just the few. 

Another giant rally is planned today 
in Columbus, Ohio, where Republican 
Governor John Kasich, the son of pub-
lic workers, is systematically attack-
ing the hard-earned collective bar-
gaining rights of our State public 
workers, policemen, firefighters, teach-
ers and other public sector workers. He 
even called an Ohio policeman an idiot 
and was forced to apologize. That is his 
priority, not job creation, not edu-
cation, not economic development, but 
attacking workers. That is why thou-
sands of people will converge on the 
State’s capital again today to call him 
out on his extreme right-wing agenda. 

The public outcry started in Wis-
consin, given its long history of pro-
gressivism. Americans have begun to 
rise up to prevent more harm being 
done to our way of life, more attacks 
on our jobs, more threats to the stand-
ard of living of our middle class, more 
cuts in wages and benefits of hard-
working families. The movement is 
spreading, just as the democracy move-
ment is spreading across Northern Af-
rica and the Middle East. 

Just as we watch freedom rising in 
Egypt, Libya, Tunisia and beyond, we 
watched the spectacle of America’s 
Governors trying to dictate to citizens 
who earn, on average, $24,000 and aren’t 
even eligible for Social Security, but 
receive about $900 a month in average 
public employee retirement benefits, 
that they should sacrifice even more to 
balance State budgets. 

No, they don’t deserve to be made 
scapegoats for their States’ budget 
problems, and they don’t deserve to be 
put on the front lines of the battle to 
save workers’ rights; but they are 
there, nonetheless, and they deserve 
our support. We are all Wisconsinites. 
We are all Buckeyes. We are all Hoo-
siers. We have to stand together united 
for America, for the good of many, not 
just the few. 

If John Kasich wants to look for 
scapegoats, perhaps he should draw 
upon his experience with Lehman 
Brothers. Maybe he should look into 
his Rolodex for some of his cronies 
from Wall Street who helped bankroll 
his campaign. Because the real culprits 
who have caused the real deep, eco-
nomic harm to our Nation are watch-
ing gleefully on the sidelines as our 
friends and neighbors try to protect 
their livelihoods. 

Wall Street’s greed caused the finan-
cial crisis. That greed triggered lower 
State and local revenues with the de-
valuation of housing and rampant fore-
closures. Yet the Wall Street titans 
who stole our home equity, our annu-
ities, our pension accounts remain scot 
free of any real attention or prosecu-
tion. 

I have a message to our Governors: 
blame Wall Street, not Main Street. 
When six megabanks control two- 
thirds of the banking system of our 
country, when corporate profits are at 
record highs, yet ordinary workers are 
being asked to empty their pockets to 
balance State budgets, something is 
really out of kilter in America. When 
GE and Exxon don’t pay taxes and Wall 
Street executives walk away with huge 
bonuses while home foreclosures in-
crease, what’s seriously out of balance 
in America is the distribution of polit-
ical power in this country. 

In Ohio, the brothers and sisters of 
the heroes of 9/11, our firefighters and 
police, are being asked to give away 
their rights as free American citizens 
at the bargaining table for wages and 
benefits. Our Governor wants to abol-
ish middle class prevailing wages, same 
in Wisconsin. Any nation that loses 
labor rights loses democracy. 

What’s at stake in our Nation is 
more than wages. What’s at stake is 
liberty for all and opportunity for all. 
Governor Walker, it wasn’t the fire-
fighters in Madison that robbed Main 
Street and stole our home equity. You 
might ask your friends, the Koch 
brothers, about that. 

Governor Kasich, it wasn’t the teach-
ers in Ohio who financed the shipping 
of our jobs offshore through NAFTA. 
You voted for it, and your buddies on 
Wall Street rammed it through Con-
gress. 

And, Governor Daniels, it wasn’t 
your public sector workers that cre-
ated the biggest financial bubble in 
U.S. history and then jumped ship 
when it burst, letting everyone else go 
down. That was created by the policies 
of George W. Bush, where you served as 
director of the OMB while the Federal 
budget deficit exploded. 

I salute America’s workers who are 
fighting for the middle class and our 
way of life. The whole world is watch-
ing. 

After the American people win their 
battles in Madison, in Columbus, in In-
dianapolis, I hope they take the fight 
to Wall Street and get our money back. 
That’s who has it. 

f 

BORDER WAR CONTINUES—NO END 
IN SIGHT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the 
border war continues, and there is no 
end in sight. This week, President 
Calderon of Mexico is coming back to 
Washington D.C. He is going to meet 
with our President. It will be inter-

esting to see if he continues to blame 
America for his problems. 

You remember the last time he was 
here, he stood here on the House floor 
and dressed us down as Members of the 
United States House of Representa-
tives, blaming us for his problems, 
blaming us for the corruption, blaming 
us for the drugs that are in Mexico, 
blaming us for the violence in Mexico, 
blaming the folks in Arizona for trying 
to protect their own border. I wonder if 
he will continue the blame game. 

The problem is the situation is 
worse, not only on the border, but in 
Mexico. Corruption along the border 
with Mexican law enforcement con-
tinues, even though the Mexican mili-
tary is doing a fairly good job of rein-
ing in the drug cartels. 

And he blames the United States for 
the guns that are in Mexico. You must 
remember, Mr. Speaker, just some of 
the guns that go to Mexico are from 
the United States. Guns from all over 
the world end up in Mexico. There are 
a lot of reasons for that. One of those 
is Mexico doesn’t protect its borders 
any better than we do. 

People throughout the world know if 
you can get to Mexico by any means, 
whether you want to bring contraband, 
drugs, guns or people, you can eventu-
ally get into the United States. Mex-
ico, like the United States, doesn’t 
have operational control of the mutual 
border between the United States. 

Even the General Accountability Of-
fice, who are the people who keep up 
with statistics, made this report re-
cently, that on the United States bor-
der with Mexico, only 44 percent of the 
border is under the control of the 
United States and only 15 percent is 
airtight. 

So who controls the other 56 percent 
of the U.S. border with Mexico? If it’s 
not the United States, it’s not Mexico, 
who controls it? We don’t know. Prob-
ably the outlaws, the drug cartels. 
They are the ones that have oper-
ational control of both sides of the bor-
der because the situation on the border 
continues to get worse. 

Mexico doesn’t protect its border 
from people going into Mexico from 
any direction, and the United States 
doesn’t protect its border adequately 
to keep drugs and violence from com-
ing into the United States. 

b 1100 

Unfortunately, this is continuing to 
get worse. Last year, 65 Americans 
were killed in Mexico, and to my 
knowledge, none of those cases was 
solved. You see, Mexico has a terrible 
record of solving crimes not only 
against Americans, but against Mexi-
can nationals. Over 3,000 people were 
killed in Juarez last year. That’s more 
people than were killed in Afghanistan 
last year. It is a serious, violent situa-
tion. 

And will it continue to come across 
the border? Some say, oh, it won’t 
come to America. Let me give you one 
statistic. The 16 border counties in 
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Texas that border Mexico, on any given 
day, about 35 percent to 40 percent of 
the people they have in their jails are 
foreign nationals charged with crimes 
in the United States. These are not im-
migration violations. These are crimes, 
some of them violent crimes—35 per-
cent to 40 percent. So the crime is al-
ready pouring over because people can 
go back and forth across the U.S.-Mexi-
can border at will because there are 
parts of the border that no one con-
trols. 

In fact, the situation is so bad this 
year that the Texas Department of 
Public Safety today has made a state-
ment telling young people about spring 
break. And here is what they say: 
‘‘Various crime problems exist in many 
popular resort areas of Mexico such as 
Acapulco and Cancun, and crimes 
against U.S. citizens often go 
unpunished.’’ 

‘‘The safety message is simple: avoid 
traveling to Mexico during spring 
break and stay alive.’’ So, we are even 
being warned not to let your kids go to 
Mexico during spring break because it 
is not safe. 

So what do we do about this? Well, 
there was raids recently this week be-
cause of an ICE agent that was killed 
in Mexico. Raids were made in the 
United States, and 676 drug cartel 
members were arrested, $12 million was 
seized, lots of drugs and lots of guns. 
And it’s a point that we need to under-
stand as citizens, that the drug cartels 
operate in Mexico, but they operate in 
the United States as well. They bring 
those drugs to other gang members 
throughout the cities of America, and 
they sell those wares here in the 
United States. So the crime does occur 
on both sides of the border. And we 
need to understand that. 

It is important that we deal in re-
ality and understand that the border is 
a war zone. A Texas Ranger once told 
me, he said, ‘‘Congressman POE, after 
dark on the Texas-Mexican border, it 
gets western.’’ Those days need to end. 
We need to put the National Guard on 
the border and secure the border. It 
will protect the United States and 
Mexico. And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

WE STAND WITH OHIO WORKERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Ms. SUTTON) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, today 
people from across Ohio are gathering 
at the Statehouse in Columbus. They 
are gathering to speak up for workers 
and the middle class in this country. 
Last Tuesday, I went to Columbus and 
joined our brothers and sisters in our 
fight to protect the right of public em-
ployees to have a voice at the negoti-
ating table. And as we gathered to op-
pose Senate bill 5, that backward effort 
of Governor Kasich and his Republican 
friends in the State legislature to 
eliminate collective bargaining, I was 
struck by the weight of the moment 
and by the weight of this fight. But I 

was inspired, too—inspired to see thou-
sands of people from across the State 
coming together to protest the radical 
measures that the Republicans were 
proposing. 

Though we can’t be there today phys-
ically, we are there with those who 
gather at the Statehouse, and we stand 
with them from our place here in our 
Nation’s capital. Last week, we were 
there shoulder to shoulder, people in 
common purpose, standing up for work-
ing families, standing together in the 
fight for the promise of the middle 
class. 

The unfair, backward-thinking at-
tack on Ohio’s firefighters, police, 
teachers, nurses, and other dedicated 
public employees must be stopped. And 
I’m proud to be standing with Ohioans 
that are fair-minded as we fight for 
progress, not for a return to old ways. 
Instead of pursuing this draconian 
measure attacking Ohio’s working fam-
ilies, lawmakers at every level of gov-
ernment should be focused on the crit-
ical priority of getting people back to 
work instead of engaging in attacks on 
those who have chosen to teach our 
children, protect our communities, and 
keep us safe. 

Everyone should be working to 
strengthen our economy and create 
jobs. That, in turn, would generate the 
revenue we need to fairly compensate 
our public employees with the wages 
and the benefits which they have been 
promised and they have earned. The 
focus of all officials, as I said, across 
all levels of government, should be on 
creating jobs, not taking more from 
our workers. It was not our workers 
who drove the economy off the cliff. It 
was not our workers in Ohio. It was not 
the workers in Wisconsin. But it seems 
that the Republicans just can’t stop 
themselves. Similar efforts to 
disempower working families and the 
middle class are occurring right here in 
Washington. 

It is not just collective bargaining 
for public employees that they’re after. 
Two weeks ago, Republicans tried to 
pass a measure in Congress to prohibit 
the paying of prevailing wages and to 
stop local project labor agreements, 
which would put a hard hit on our 
trades people. They even tried to elimi-
nate the National Labor Relations 
Board, the very board that exists as a 
referee to make sure that our workers 
get a fair shake. 

Yet they have not offered any job 
creation bills. And at the same time 
they are not creating jobs, they are 
defunding programs that have real ben-
efits: their refusal to expand the trade 
adjustment assistance that helped 
workers who were displaced because of 
the trade policies that they pursued; 
the refusal of some to extend unem-
ployment benefits to those who are out 
of a job through no fault of their own. 
At the same time they are working to 
not create jobs, they are also giving no 
assistance to those who are left with-
out a job. It’s issues like these that 
make it so important that we keep our 
heads up in Ohio. 

And to all of those who are out there 
in Ohio and across the country fighting 
this fight, it’s an important fight, and 
what you do matters. It’s important 
that we speak up and be heard so that 
the issues that matter to us so very 
deeply are well sounded. We have to 
stand together and work together and 
fight forward. 

Using the deficit as an excuse, there 
are those who are trying to convince 
the American people that a more fair 
economy would result in a much less 
efficient economy. But fairness and ef-
ficiency are not mutually exclusive. 
Using the deficit as an excuse to give a 
disproportionate hit to workers or 
unions is not the way to go. 

I would hope that the Republicans, 
both at the State level as well as here 
in Congress, would join with us to 
focus on what we really need to do, and 
that is to create jobs. And I would hope 
that they would stop the misguided at-
tack on workers and the middle class. 

f 

THE IMPERIAL PRESIDENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oklahoma (Mr. LANKFORD) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to challenge this body, and I hope that 
my message is well received. This Na-
tion was founded on the rules of the 
Constitution, not the opinions of Re-
publicans and Democrats. Our deci-
sions are judged in the light of the tra-
ditions of the past and the precedent 
that it sets for the future and the fu-
ture generation. 

Mr. Speaker, according to our Con-
stitution, a President cannot pick and 
choose which parts of the law he pre-
fers. The executive branch does not 
write the law nor choose the law. It en-
forces the law. The basic function of 
every President is to enforce the law. 
Every executive branch agency has its 
foundation in a short and clear state-
ment from the Constitution stating 
this: He—that means the President— 
shall take care that the law be faith-
fully executed. 

A President can petition for laws to 
be changed. He can complain about a 
law. He can encourage passage of new 
law. But he cannot just ignore the law 
or write new law. Only the courts can 
throw out a law, and only Congress can 
write a law. The President and the De-
partment of Justice cannot unilater-
ally decide not to enforce the Defense 
of Marriage Act. 

For decades, the Congress has been 
donating their constitutional powers to 
the executive branch by giving in-
creased rulemaking authority to the 
different agencies. Our agencies now 
write rules that look more like legisla-
tion than regulation. We have allowed 
people to serve in ‘‘Cabinet lite’’ level 
positions without Senate approval. We 
have exponentially increased the budg-
et for White House staff. And now the 
President wants to set a new precedent 
that he alone can determine which 
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